Example Data dictionary

(Taken from the CDC Manual: Indicators and methods for cross sectional surveys of vitamin and mineral status of populations)
A Data Dictionary is a document that describes the basic organization of a database.  Typically a data dictionary will contain a list of variables in the database as well as the assigned variable names and a description of each type of variable (e.g. character, numeric, dates). The data dictionary should also include the values accepted for each variable, and any helpful comments such as important exclusions and skip patterns.     The data dictionary is used primarily for data analysis. 
	Variable
	Variable name
	Variable type
	Variable Width
	Values/notes

	Participant ID number
	ID
	Numeric
	3
	001-900

	Cluster number
	CLUSTER
	Numeric
	2
	1-30

	Age in months
	AGE
	Numeric
	2.1
	6.0-59.9

	Date of birth
	DOB
	dd/mm/yyyy
	
	1-31/1-12/1900-2011

	Sex
	SEX
	Numeric
	1
	1 = male 2 = female

	Date of survey
	SURVEY
	dd/mm/yyyy
	
	15/06/2004 – 20/08/2004

	Hemoglobin
	HB
	Numeric
	2.1
	4.0 – 18.0

	Urinary iodine
	UI
	Numeric
	4.1
	0.0 – 1000.0

	Iodine levels in salt based on rapid test kit
	IODINE
	Numeric
	2
	0,7, 15, 30


